VW 








WOMEN'S TASK 
IN 


PREVENTING WAR 


A MANIFESTO 


issued by the Women’s Committee of 


The New Commonwealth 


Mrs. A. Corbett Ashby - Chairman 


Mrs. Cecil Cobb Miss E. Gedge 

Mrs. Clement Davies Mrs. E. Golding 

The Hon. Mrs. A. Grant Duff Mrs. Geoffrey Mander 
Miss K. Edge Miss Hooper May 
Mrs. E. Edmonds Lady Noble 

Mrs. Dingle Foot Mrs. Burnett Rae 


Lady Sinclair 


tee 2 eens Joint Hon. Secretaries 





HREE wars of unashamed aggression in 
defiance of Treaty obligations are now in 
progress in Africa, Europe and Asia. The armouries 
of the world are being stocked with every 
death-dealing weapon that prostituted science 


can evolve ; strident nationalism is again rife. 


Y ET we have been repeatedly warned by 
responsible statesmen that if war comes it 
will destroy our civilization as it is at present 
destroying the civilization of Spain and China. 
Faced with this appalling prospect, we must think 
clearly while there is still time and grapple coura- 
geously with what is by general agreement the domi- 


nant problem of our age. 


ELIEVING that women do not yet fully — 
B realise the power they possess to influence 
public opinion, we have ventured to draw up 
this manifesto. ‘The foreign policy of a country. 
is fraught with incalculable significance for its 
people. We would therefore plead for a fuller 


understanding and study of international affairs. 


HE New Commonwealth Society’s pro- 
gramme represents an important and con- - 


structive contribution towards the solution of 


international problems and we would urge the 
women of Great Britain to make themselves ac- 
quainted with its work. Not only in the British 
Isles but in some 40 countries abroad, the Society 
acts as a point of contact for all those who believe 
that the League of Nations must be developed 
into an institution capable of affording justice and 


preventing aggression. 


| T'S two-point programme—an Equity Tribunal 
International and Impartial, for the settlement 
of all such disputes as cannot be settled by 
the International Court of Justice at the Hague, 
and an International Police Force to support its 
decisions and to prevent aggression—must interest 
all those who would spare humanity from the 


catastrophe of war. 


h { AY we appeal to you, therefore, to give us 


your help in our efforts to acquaint British 
women of those constructive proposals by 
securing a full discussion of these questions in any 
Society or Association in which you may be in- 
terested. ‘The services of competent speakers are 
always available, and any assistance that can be 


given from our Headquarters is at your command. 
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President, International Section: 
THE Rt. Hon. G. N. Barnes, C.H. 


President, British Section: 
THe Rt. Hon. Winston S. CHuRCHILL, C.H., M.P. 


Chairman and Hon. Treasurer: 
THE RiGHt Hon. Lorp DAvIEs. 


Director, International Section: 
Dr. Ernst JACKH. 


General Secretary: 
NVsB. Hoot. 


OBJECTS.—To secure international justice through the 
establishment of— 


(1). An Equity Tribunal for the purpose of settling all 
disputes, and 

(2). A Police Force to uphold international law and 
order. 


THe New COMMONWEALTH exists for the purpose of promoting 
study and research and concentrating public opinion upon the 
vital necessity of these two reforms in the sphere of international 
relationships. 

It invites the co-operation of all those who desire to reinforce 
the moral authority of the League of Nations, and are interested 
in the development of international organisation. 

By the publication of a monthly periodical it seeks to provide a 
forum for the discussion and elucidation of these problems. 
Associate members have already been enrolled in more than forty 
different countries, including France, Germany and America, as 
well as throughout the British Empire. The Society also serves as 
a medium for the exchange of views between those who desire to 
explore the possibility of achieving, by these means, the establish- 
ment of a peace based on justice, and a permanent measure of 
disarmament. 


While Associate Membership of The New Commonwealth 
implies a willingness to investigate these problems, it does not 
involve the acceptance of any particular plan. 


The minimum subscription for Associate Membership is 10s. 
per annum, U.S.A. $2.50, France 35 Francs, Germany 5 R.M., 
which entitles subscribers to receive the Society’s Journal 
together with certain pamphlets issued from time to time. 
Ministers of religion, teachers and University students are admitted 
upon payment of a minimum subscription of 5s. per annum. 
Full particulars and enrolment forms may be obtained from 
The Secretary, The New Commonwealth, Thorney House, 
Smith Square, Westminster, London, S.W.1. 
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